The Oneness of God Series

Lesson 4 – The Dual Nature of Jesus Christ 

Oneness of God – #4 The Dual Nature of Jesus Christ 


Introduction

We have studied scriptures that have identified Jesus as the One God of the Old Testament and have focused on the deity side of Christ, but, in this lesson, we will focus on the humanity side of Christ.  Our last lesson ended with the following scriptures:

John 1:1,10,14a In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. . . . 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. . . . 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. ESV

If Jesus Christ was “God manifest in flesh,” then that must mean that Jesus Christ was in everyway God.  But that must also mean that Jesus Christ was in everyway human also!  Even though focusing on the humanity of Jesus Christ is often neglected, it is a very Biblical concept, and is the key to understanding the true identity of God in the Gospels. 

Gal 4:4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, ESV

We have already seen in several scriptures how that the term “Son” always refers to the flesh that God became.  Notice that Paul says here that the “Son” was not sent until “the fullness of the time had come.”  In other words, God did not become flesh until “the “fullness of the time was come.”  To what time is Paul referring here?  Remember that the Greek for “Word” in John chapter 1 above was “logos” meaning “the thought, intent, and plan,” so God had a plan to come in flesh and redeem His people, but did not become flesh until the time was right!  God decided that the time would not be right until He had progressively revealed His will to man and so it was over four millennia after Adam’s sin, that the fullness of the time was right for God to come fulfill His plan, and then God became flesh!  

Notice Paul also states that the “Son” was “made of woman.”  Scholars call the event and process of God becoming flesh by being born of woman the “Incarnation.”  Let’s look at several scriptures dealing with the conception of Christ:

Matt 1:20-21 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." ESV  

Joseph was naturally troubled by his fiancé’s claim that she was pregnant, and not by another human being, so God sent an angel to tell Joseph that that which was conceived in Mary was “of the Holy Ghost!”  The scripture says that it was conceived “in her.”  Some people have tried to make Jesus Christ all God but not ordinary human flesh, but Jesus was conceived in Mary.  In conception, the seed of the woman must combine with the seed of the man.  When Mary conceived, her seed was combined with the seed of the Holy Ghost and Jesus had all the qualities of humanity on His mother’s side, and all the qualities of the Spirit of God on His Father’s side.  This does not mean that Jesus was half man and half God, but rather that Jesus was all man and all God.  

Luke 1:34-35 And Mary said to the angel, "How will this be, since I am a virgin?" 35 And the angel answered her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy — the Son of God. ESV

When Mary found out that she was about to have a child, she asked how it would happen and the angel told her that “the Holy Spirit” would “come upon you.”  Whomever causes conception is the father, therefore the terms “the Father,” “the Son,” and “the Holy Spirit” cannot refer to three separate persons or centers of consciousness of a triune Godhead, because “the Holy Spirit” was actually the Father of Jesus!  If there is a trinity, then how does Jesus celebrate Father’s day?  Does He have to buy two gifts, one for the “Father” who is not His father at all, but says he is, and one for the “Holy Ghost” who is really Jesus’ father but does not get any credit in the thousands of the Trinitarian churches today?  The Holy Ghost overshadowing Mary proves without a shadow of a doubt that “the Father,” “the Son,” and “the Holy Ghost,” are different titles of the same One God, because the angel went on to tell Mary that her baby would be called the Son of God!  Once again, the term “Son” does not refer to another person in the Godhead but to the flesh that God became!

The Two Natures of Christ

What all of this means is that Jesus Christ had two distinct natures unlike any other human being that has ever lived.  Furthermore, the name of Jesus can refer to His human nature or it can be used to represent His divine nature.  For instance, we can say that “Jesus wept;” this is a reference to the humanity of Jesus Christ.  But we can also say from the same story, “Jesus raised a man from the dead;” this is a reference to Jesus acting according to His divine nature as God.  Jesus both wept and raised a man from the dead at the tomb of Lazarus,
 but there was only one person at the tomb, and that person’s one name was and is Jesus!  Jesus was all God and all Man, and by using His name we can refer to either of His two natures!  Another good example is that when we say “Jesus died on the cross” we mean the flesh died on the cross, but when we say “Jesus lives inside of my heart” we mean that the Spirit lives inside of our heart.  The name of Jesus represents everything that Jesus was including humanity and Deity!  

To save space and time, we will once again not be able to give a comprehensive list of scriptures that prove that Jesus was all God and all man, but we will give a list of some examples.  Remember, the key to understanding the full revelation of God is in understanding that Jesus had the dual natures of both God and man within Him.

As a man, Jesus:  



But as God, Jesus: 

Was born a baby (Luke 2:7)

Existed from eternity (Micah 5:2; John 1:1-2)

Grew and developed mentally,

Never changes (Hebrews 13:8)

physically, spiritually, and socially

(Luke 2:52)

Was tempted by the devil (Luke 4:2)
Cast out devils (Matthew 12:28)

Got hungry (Matthew 4:2)


Was the Bread of Life (John 6:35), and miraculously 







fed multitudes (Mark 6:38-44, 52)

Got thirsty (John 19:28)


Gave living water (John 4:14)

Grew weary (John 4:6)


Gave rest (Matthew 11:28)

Grew weak (II Corinthians 13:4)

Was Almighty (Revelation 1:8)

Slept in a Storm (Mark 4:38)

Calmed the Storm (Mark 4:39-41)

Prayed (Luke 22:41)


Answered prayer (John 14:14)

Was scourged and beaten


Healed the sick (Matthew 8:16-17; I Peter 2:24; John 19:1-3)

Died (Mark 15:37)



Raised His own body from the dead (John 2:19-21; 20:9)

Was a sacrifice for sin 


Forgave sin (Mark 2:5-7)

(Hebrews 10:10-12)

Did not know all things (Mark 13:32)
Knew all things (John 21:17)

Had no power (John 5:30)


Had all power (Matthew 28:18; Colossians 2:10)

Was inferior to God (John 14:28)

Was equal to God and was God (John 5:18)

Was a servant (Philippians 2:7-8)

Was King of Kings (Revelation 19:16)

Was a Son (Isaiah 9:6)


Was the Father (Isaiah 9:6)

Was not 50 years old (John 8:27)

Older than Abraham (John 8:58)

On earth (Mark 2:10)


In heaven and earth at the same time (John 1:18; 3:13)

If a person believes in a Trinitarian view of the Godhead, then these contrasting scriptures provide a great problem for their doctrine.  Let’s take one of the examples above to show how this is so.  Jesus said about the timing of His return:

Mark 13:32 "But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. ESV

If the Father and the Son are co-equal and co-powerful persons in a Trinity, then how can the Father know something that the Son does not?  Furthermore, how can it be later said that Jesus knows “all things?”
  If the Father knows something that the Son does not, then the Father must be more knowledgeable than the Son and that contradicts Trinitarian doctrines of a three person co-equal, co-powerful, co-existent Godhead.  A Trinitarian view of God cannot resolve these two scriptures, but if we know from other scriptures that “Father” and “Son” are but titles of the one God and that the “Son” refers to God coming in flesh, then these differences are easily resolved.  As to His human nature, Jesus did not know all things including the day of His return, but as to His divine nature, He knows all things.  There were not two persons in Jesus Christ, but two natures:  flesh and deity!  

When we read about Jesus doing or saying something, we must determine if it describes Jesus acting and speaking as a human, or as God!  Whenever we see two natures in respect to Jesus, we must remember that He was one person having one body and one name, but two distinct natures at the same time, and it is proper to think of Jesus Christ as both Spirit of God and flesh and having the characteristics of both.  If Jesus was doing something that you and I can easily do under our own power, then He was in the role of man.
  If Jesus was doing something that you and I cannot do under our normal power, then Jesus was in the role of God.
 

Sometimes Jesus fulfilled both roles in the same story.  For example, He went from sleeping in the bottom of the boat (flesh), to calming the storm from the boat (Spirit).  He went from weeping over the death of Lazarus (Flesh) to raising Lazarus from the dead (Spirit).  Jesus could speak as God one moment and speak as man the next moment because He was both at the same time, and no matter which role Jesus was fulfilling, Jesus was always God and always man.  Some people have tried to teach that Jesus was merely a man anointed by God, but the actions of Jesus in the authority of God prove this false.  Other people have tried to say that Jesus was the “appearance of man” but not fully human, this is also false as we have seen by scripture.  Jesus had a dual nature unlike anyone has had or ever will have.  Even though Spirit-filled believers have the Spirit of God dwelling inside of them, they still cannot compare their existence exactly with Jesus’ because we were still born the first time to an earthly father.  What may seem strange or impossible becomes very understandable when we realize that Jesus was the only One who was fully man and fully God at the same time.

The Bible does not describe in detail how exactly the two natures of Christ were joined together in one person.  Scripture does prove that both natures did exist together in Jesus Christ, though, so we must accept this as true.  We can definitely understand that Jesus Christ had two natures, we just have trouble grasping as human beings how exactly the Spirit and Flesh came together in the person of Jesus Christ
.  We can understand that Jesus was God and flesh at the same time, though, without understanding exactly how the Holy Ghost fused with the DNA of the seed of Mary to form a baby that was all God and all Man at the same time.  In other words, we can understand the result without completely understanding the process.  Remember, if there is a “mystery” of the Godhead that cannot be understood it is how “God was manifest in the flesh
”  In the past, many people have tried to explain the process of the conception of Jesus with human logic, but we must keep in mind that, however it happened, we do know the end result:  God fulfilled His plan to become flesh and dwell among us, and die for our sins.  Any man-made theory on the conception of Jesus Christ that does not end in this conclusion, contradicts scripture!

Jesus had a human will, mind, spirit, soul, and body, but He also had the “fullness of the Godhead” in that body
.  Yet, Jesus had only one body and was only one person with one name.  We cannot separate the two natures of Jesus Christ into separate persons but must realize that they were joined in the one person of Jesus Christ.  Moreover, Jesus Christ was much more than just a human shell with God inside:  He was human in soul, will, and intellect with the Spirit of God dwelling within that soul, will, and intellect.  The two natures were combined into one person and could not be divided.  

We today can receive the Holy Ghost which means that we can receive God’s Spirit living inside our human body.  Jesus was different than us in the fact that He was God.  In other words, just because we receive God’s Spirit within us does not make us God.  Jesus had all of the power, authority, and character of God within Him.  Even when we receive God’s Spirit within us, we do not have the power to forgive sins because only God can forgive sins.  Yet Jesus was able to forgive sins.
  The point is that Jesus was more than just an ordinary man filled with God’s Spirit, He was literally God walking in earth in flesh!  There has never been another like Him, and Jesus was all God and all Man at the same time and the Spirit of God was inseparably joined with the flesh of Jesus Christ.  One could not serve their purpose without the other.  If the Spirit of God had not become flesh, God would have had no blood to shed for mankind.  If the flesh of Jesus Christ (the Son) would not have had the Spirit of God, it would have been lifeless.  We cannot separate the two natures of Christ into two persons!
  

The Flesh of Jesus

Jesus’ humanity did have one major difference from us, because Jesus did not have the sinful nature of fallen humanity.    

Rom 5:12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned NIV

Because of Adam’s sin, sin was passed on to every man born in this world.  All except one, that is:

Heb 4:14-15 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are — yet was without sin. NIV

1 John 3:5 You know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. ESV

The question then is “if Jesus was human, and all humans were made sinners by Adam’s sin, then how come Jesus did not sin nor was sin in Him?”  The reason that you and I inherited the effects of the sins of Adam, was because we were descendants of Adam.  Our fathers can trace their lineage all the way back to Adam, and the results of Adam’s sin have been passed down through the generations.  Jesus did not have an earthly Father, but was sired by the Holy Ghost; Jesus did not inherit a sinful nature but had the sinless nature that Adam had in the beginning before He sinned!  The reason that Jesus did not sin was that He did not have the sinful nature to sin.  We do not have to teach our children how to lie, or act disrespectfully, because that is their inherited nature.  Jesus did not have that inherited nature of sin because of the miracle of His conception!     

If Jesus was truly human, then it would follow that He would have – like all other humans – a human will, a human spirit, and a human soul apart from the will and Spirit of God.  The Bible bears this out:

A Human Will

Luke 22:41-42 And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, "Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done." ESV

We must always distinguish whether or not Jesus was speaking in the role of flesh or in the role of God; here Jesus is praying and so is clearly in the role of the flesh
.  He prayed saying, “not my will, but yours.”  Jesus obviously had a human will that had to be submitted to the will of God just as every human being alive today does.  

John 6:38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. ESV

Again, this is Jesus speaking from a standpoint of His humanity.  It simply proves that within the form of Christ were two wills:  one divine and one human.  

A Human Spirit

Luke 23:46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!" And having said this he breathed his last. ESV

Jesus also had a human spirit as well as the Spirit of God within Him.  When a person dies, their spirit separates from their earthly body
, and when Jesus Christ died, His human spirit also separated from the earthly body.  In order to willingly face the cross, Jesus had prayed that His human will would be in submission to His divine will.  In order to die, Jesus had to submit His human spirit to His divine Spirit and the human spirit (and Spirit of God) had to separate from the earthly body because the eternal Spirit of God cannot die.  

These scriptures do not prove that Jesus and “the Father” were two separate persons or beings, but they do prove that Jesus had two natures.  In fact, the prayers of Jesus destroy a Trinitarian concept of God, for if “the Son” and “the Father” are equal and all powerful, then why did one have to pray to the other?  A Trinitarian view of the Godhead cannot answer that question because such doctrines are unscriptural.  The reason that Jesus prayed becomes evident to us when we realize that Jesus had two natures, the humanity and the Spirit.  That Jesus had a human spirit as well as a divine one is evidenced by many other scriptures also.  For example, “he sighed deeply in His spirit” (Mark 8:12), “waxed strong in spirit” (Luke 2:40), “rejoiced in spirit” (Luke 10:21), “groaned in the spirit” (John 11:33), and “was troubled in spirit” (John 13:21).  He was in every possible way God in human flesh.    

A Human Soul

Jesus also had a human soul or mental center of consciousness and awareness
.  

Matt 26:38 Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me." NIV

When a person died before Calvary, their soul went to Hades
, the place of the dead
:

Acts 2:27-31 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption. . . . 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. ESV

Like all souls before Calvary, Jesus’ soul also went to the place of the dead when He died, but the difference was that Jesus was sinless and did not stay there!  Peter said in his sermon on the Day of Pentecost that David had prophesied about this long before Jesus ever died.  In Him, two things differed from all of the other humans that had died under the Law, and David prophesied about both:  First, Christ’s soul was not left in hell and there are many other scriptures that bear this out.
  Second, the flesh of Jesus did not decay – what Peter was referring to by “corruption” -- but was resurrected on the third day just as Jesus had said would happen.  

Rev 1:18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death. NKJV

Jesus did go to Hades when He died, but the important thing to remember is that He did not stay there bound by the grave, but rather conquered Hades and the grave!  Death was the result of sin
 but Jesus won victory over sin because He was sinless when He died; the power of death and the grave could not hold Him!  There are far too many scriptures that teach these principals to list a comprehensive list here, but understanding the principal that Jesus’ soul conquered the grave explains many questions about our lives, the rapture of the church, and our eternal destination.  It also explains why Jesus told the thief on the cross that this day you will be “with me in paradise;”
 their souls were going to the same place.  

Could Jesus Have Sinned?

We have seen that Jesus was tempted in “all points” like we are today and did not sin, but what about the frequently asked question, “Could Jesus have sinned?”  The sufficient answer to this question is, “It does not matter, because He did not sin!”  In other words, the question is not one of great importance because it did not happen!  Understanding the dual nature of Jesus Christ does give us insight as far as what would have happened if Jesus would have sinned so, for whatever it is worth, we will respond and the answer is double sided:

Jesus theoretically could have gone against the will of God just like Adam did in the Garden of Eden.  If Jesus could not have theoretically sinned, then His temptations become meaningless and pointless.  Because His Father was the Holy Ghost, Jesus did not have the inherited sinful nature and tendency to sin like you and I have today and was as Adam and Eve were at their creation.  Of course, we all know that Adam and Eve did sin, so Jesus theoretically had the capacity to sin when viewed from the perspective of His human side.  

Jesus was different than Adam, though, in that He was God in flesh.  The Spirit of God was inseparably joined with the humanity of Jesus.  What this means is that if Jesus would have succumbed to temptation and sinned, the Spirit of God would have immediately separated from the human body leaving a dead, lifeless carcass.  This lifeless body would not have been Jesus, because Jesus is everything that God is and will be
.  The correct answer to the abstract question, “Could Jesus have sinned?” should then be, “not and continue to dwell in the earthly body.”  The important point to

realize in this is that if Jesus could not have sinned, then He cannot be the High Priest that the writer of Hebrews says
, and if He would have sinned, He would not have been able to be the spotless Lamb of God come to take away the sins of the world
.  So, in theory Jesus could have sinned, but in redemption could not sin so He did not! 

Conclusion

The great truth in understanding the dual nature of Jesus Christ as it pertains to sin, is that – because Jesus did not sin and yet paid the price of sin – the sins that were atoned for were ours and not His!  Peter, the disciple with the great revelation that Jesus was the “Son of God,” summed up the redemptive work of Jesus Christ powerfully:

1 Peter 2:21-25 For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as Christ suffered for you. He is your example, and you must follow in his steps. 22 He never sinned, nor ever deceived anyone. 23 He did not retaliate when he was insulted, nor threaten revenge when he suffered. He left his case in the hands of God, who always judges fairly. 24 He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for what is right. By his wounds you are healed. 25 Once you were like sheep who wandered away. But now you have turned to your Shepherd, the Guardian of your souls. NLTse

Jesus bore our sins in His own body when hanging on Calvary!  Peter reveals here the two main reasons that God came in flesh and dwelt among men:  He came first, to shed blood and pay the price for sin and second, to live a sinless life as an example for us.  That is why Jesus Christ was baptized:  to be an example for us to follow.  That is also why Jesus as a man prayed for His will to be submitted to God’s Will, because he knew that you and I today would need to pray the same prayer!  All of scripture becomes understandable and does not contradict when we understand the dual nature of Jesus Christ and how that He was all God and all man at the same time!  We are not asked by scripture to understand how it happened, only to believe that it happened!
    

In 2 Thessalonians 2:7, Paul wrote about the “mystery of lawlessness” as being why man would love himself enough to try to make himself a god.  The “mystery of godliness” is why God loved us enough that He would make Himself a man.  You and I can not fully fathom that kind of love, but God has freely given it to us!  We should be thankful that the One God of glory loved us enough to come in flesh, so that He could pay the price of our sins!  He gave His life for us, and the only way that we can repay Him is to live our lives for Him; I owe a great debt to my Savior and that is why I love Him and I serve Him!   

The Incarnation is a miracle, and just because we cannot understand how it happened does not mean that we cannot believe that it did happen!





It is a common misconception that to be fully human, one must have a sinful nature.  Actually Adam was fully human before he ever sinned, therefore just because Jesus never sinned does not detract from the fact that He was completely human!  








� See the 11th chapter of John.


� See John 21:17.


� Like eating or sleeping.


� Like raising the dead or walking on the water.


� See 1 Timothy 3:16.


� See Colossians 2:9.


� See Matthew 9:6.


� See Hebrews 5:7; He only prayed “during the days of His flesh,” and never after His ascension.


� See Ecclesiastes 12:7.


� See also Mark 14:34 and John 12:27.


� For example, the Parable of the Rich Man and the Beggar Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31.


� See Ephesians 4:8-10; 1 Peter 3:18-19; 4:5-6.


� See Romans 6:23.


� See Luke 23:43.


� See our previous lessons for scriptural proof of this.  


� See the 4th chapter of the book of Hebrews.


� See John 1:29.





Endnotes





� In the same way, our finite human minds cannot really fathom the concept of “eternity.”  It does not mean that eternity does not exist, but just that we have nothing to relate it to because everything in our lives are currently governed by time.  In the same way we cannot exactly understand HOW that Jesus Christ could be all human and all God at the same time because we have never been like that before ourselves.





� Trinitarians must admit that there dwelt a dual nature within Jesus Christ to explain all of the scriptures.  But they have to divide the dual nature of the person of the Son, begging the question, if the Son could have both natures, then why could not the Father?  Does the Son love us more than the Father?  





� In some of these passages, the King James Version reads “hell” but the Greek word Hades meaning “abode of the dead” is much more accurate. 





� The fun thing about this duality of natures is that Satan did not understand why Jesus Christ had come.  Satan knew that Jesus was flesh because he tempted Him in the wilderness (Matthew 4; Luke 4). Satan also knew that Jesus was God in flesh:





Matt 8:28-29 And when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men met him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way.  29 And behold, they cried out, "What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?" ESV





The devils screamed out to Him, “O Son of God.”  Remember the term the “Son” always refers to God becoming flesh, so the devils knew that Jesus was God in flesh.  Notice the next phrase though, “have you come here to torment us before the time?”  Satan and his demons knew that they would one day be eternally punished, knew who Jesus was, but did not understand why He had come to earth before the end.  





1 Cor 2:7-8 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. ESV





If Satan would have realized that Jesus’ death would break his stronghold and freed man from the effects of sin, then he would have never tried to crucify Jesus.  Satan did not understand why Jesus had come until it was too late!  God had come in flesh to fulfill the law and redeem humanity!  





James 2:19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that — and shudder. NIV





The reasons the devils tremble when they think about the fact that there is only one God is because they remember what the one God did at Calvary!  Satan could not understand why God had come in flesh because he could not understand God’s great love for a lost humanity!  
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